Parent Project Presentations

In all cases, the 8-minute video is a must show. The key to involving schools is to effectively communicate that the program will reduce their number of drop outs, increase both school attendance and performance, and decrease classroom behavior problems. 

Schools

Handouts: Use the fact sheet and OJJDP’s Sept. 2004 Journal article

Objectives:

To Communicate:

• A reduction in the number of school drop outs

• Increase both school attendance and performance

• Decrease classroom behavior problems

• Parent Project is a true parent involvement program

I.  Introduction

A. It has been estimated that some 1300 students drop out of school everyday. 

B. That’s nearly 1/2 million children every year.

C. In 2002, the national drop out prevention conference, held in San Diego, CA, drew more than 600 participants, school counselors, teachers and school administrators, from around the country.

D. About 60 different workshops and general sessions were offered to participants during the week.

E. The workshops targeted either improving the learning environment, or, bringing kids to the insight that a high school diploma is necessary in today’s society.

1. Guess how many of the workshops focused on parent involvement to help keep kids in school?

a. That’s right. None!

F. Improving the learning environment and bringing kids to insight is not a bad thing.

G. But how many kids in the country really don’t know that they need a high school diploma to work for a city and pick up trash?

H. Most drop outs do have the insight. They understand a high school diploma is important. What these children lack is self-discipline. The self-discipline necessary to get out of bed, go to school, and complete their homework on a daily basis. 

I. And getting a child out of bed, getting them to school, and having them complete their homework, is not the teacher’s responsibility. 

J. The key word here is HOMEwork. Is there a teacher in the country that controls their students’ home environment? That is what makes parental involvement vital to academic success.

K. The problem is most parents don’t know what to do. The Parent Project classes help parents structure their home environment to ensure their children go to school and complete their homework on a daily basis. 

II
Parent Project

A. The Parent Project is a parent-training program designed specifically for parents raising difficult, or out-of-control adolescent children.

B. We know that if children stay in school and are successful, they are far less likely to involve themselves in other destructive behaviors. 

C. Therefore, Parent Project classes devote an entire Unit to improving school attendance and performance. What would happen to a school’s test scores if every child completed their daily homework? 

D. And if a child exhibits behavior problems at school, getting that parent into the Parent Project will help eliminate behavior problems as well.

E. The Parent Project is different from other parent training programs. 

1. It is the only parent-training program that was actually developed by the questions asked of us by parents. Over 100,000 parents raising difficult or out-of-control adolescent children actually developed this program.

2. That is what makes the Parent Project successful and sets it apart. 

3. Parents love it because it meets their specific needs and answers their questions.

III
Show video

IV
Classes

A. Parent Project classes are 10-16 weeks in length.

1. Parents meet 3 hours a night for the first 6 weeks, and two hours per night for the next 4 to 10 support group meetings.

2. In addition to specific information and skills, parents also receive both emotional and practical support, a key to successful implementation at home.

3. At the conclusion of the class, we encourage on-going parent led support groups. These support groups can continue to meet in the community indefinitely. 

B. Program recognition

1. In 2001, the American Bar association’s Center on Children and the Law, called the Parent Project the strongest program for adjudicated youth in the nation.

2. The California Attorney General called the Parent Project a model community police program.

3. In Sept. 2004, the Office of Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention highlighted the Parent Project as one of three programs that increased protective factors while decreasing youth risk factors in the community.

4. Read the reduction percentages quoted in the OJJDP Journal article for the Parent Project in Minidoka County.

V
Referrals

A. The Parent Project is the perfect referral for:

1. Classroom behavior problems

2. Attendance problems

3. Poor grades

4. Homework problems

5. Anytime you hear a parent say, “I don’t know what to do.”

B. Referring a family to the project places the responsibility of raising the child back on the parent.

C. Because the program offers parents both emotional and practical support, parents learn to depend on each other and subsequently lean on school staff less. 

D. We can’t offer your teachers an early retirement, but we can help eliminate the problems they face in the classroom. 

V
Open for Q & A

VI
Tell them how to refer to your program (Bring cards and class flyers)

