Marketing letter to Police/Sheriff’s Department personnel for referrals to your Parent Project® programs.  (Mail on your agency’s letterhead to the Chief of Police, Substation Commander, School Police, Truancy Officers, heads of any officers in charge of Community Policing, etc., three or more weeks prior to the start of your next program). Also, remember to post your classes on the web site for outside referrals.
Date 

Dear Chief (or other applicable title),


Most of us in the field working with high-risk youth know that parent involvement is the key to behavior change with difficult, behaviorally disordered adolescents.  Yet, effectively educating parents in basic behavioral strategies is time consuming and repetitive.  The Parent Project® is a parent training program designed as a Community Policing program for parents of acting out adolescents (those often referred to with the labels of oppositional defiant, or conduct disorder).


Topics include reducing family conflict and arguing, improving school performance and attendance, identifying and intervening with alcohol and other drug abuse, interceding with negative peer associations (including dating relationships deemed inappropriate, up to and including frank gang involvement) and helping parents to set effective, applicable limits.  Many parents attending the Parent Project® have had difficulty identifying appropriate limits and enforcing consequences consistently.  Parents who attend the Parent Project® are more likely to see their child’s attendance at school improve, and to require less community disciplinary resources as parents find powerful interventions at home with which to bring about change in their children.  The motto of the Parent Project® is “Parents are the answer…when they have the tools they need.”  

We know that often more than half of all citizen calls for service to the police involve juvenile issues.  A Northern California Police Department (Roseville, CA) found that calls for service for juvenile-related issues dropped by eighty percent when that city launched a community wide Parent Project effort to help their parents and youth (see enclosed description of the Roseville experiment).  

Presented quarterly in an educational format, parents are trained at the modest cost of (your agencies charges here) for the ten (or up to sixteen) week program, plus $20.00 for the accompanying 180-page workbook “A Parents’ Guide to Changing Destructive Adolescent Behavior.”  Parents attend twenty-six hours of instruction for about the same cost as about one session of private counseling.


Community referral sources may refer parents directly to the program (see enclosed flyer for times, dates, and location).  You are invited to attend as our guest and become familiar with the curriculum.  Please pre-register and identify yourself as an invited guest, and/or call with any questions.








Sincerely,
