Parent Project Presentations

In all cases, but especially for law enforcement briefings, the 8-minute video is a must show. The key to involving law enforcement is to effectively communicate that the program will reduce their number of juvenile related calls for service. Beat officers will not refer to the program unless they feel confident that it works and that parents will stop calling. The video will get that point across. (The video can be stopped just before the Parent Project Author begins speaking.)

Law Enforcement

Use the fact sheet and OJJDP’s Sept. 2004 Journal article

Objectives:

To Communicate:

• A reduction in the number of juvenile related calls for service. 

• An inexpensive referral for law enforcement.

• A solid option for parents. 

• Places the responsibility for raising the child back on the parent.

I
Introduction

A. It has been estimated that 60 to 80% of any law enforcement agency’s calls for service are juvenile related.

B. Some calls you cannot prevent.

C. But we can significantly reduce many juvenile related calls for service, especially those calls generated by parents for:

1. Truancy

2. Family conflict

3. Teen drug use

4. Run away children

5. Violent Children

6. Even Gang and Occult involvement

II
Parent Project

A. The Parent Project is a parent-training program designed specifically for parents raising difficult, or out-of-control adolescent children.

B. The Parent Project is different from other parent training programs. 

1. It was created by law enforcement to address specific juvenile crime. 

2. It is the only parent-training program that was actually developed by the questions asked of us by parents. Over 100,000 parents raising difficult or out-of-control adolescent children actually developed this program.

3. That is what makes it successful and sets it apart. 

4. The Parent Project is now the largest court mandated juvenile diversion program in the country. It is in 35 states and used by court systems and law enforcement agencies from Philadelphia to Los Angeles.

5. It is the perfect program for community policing efforts in that it brings parents into the problem solving process, reduces juvenile crime and significantly improves police/community relations.

III
Show video

IV
Classes

A. Parent Project classes are 10-16 weeks in length.

1. Parents meet 3 hours a night for the first 6 weeks, and two hours per night for the next 4 to 10 support group meetings.

2. In addition to specific information and skills, parents also receive both emotional and practical support, a key to successful implementation at home.

3. At the conclusion of the class, we encourage on-going parent led support groups. These support groups can continue to meet in the community indefinitely. 

B. Program recognition

1. In 2001, the American Bar association’s Center on Children and the Law, called the Parent Project the strongest program for adjudicated youth in the nation.

2. The California Attorney General called the Parent Project a model community police program.

3. In Sept. 2004, the Office of Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention highlighted the Parent Project as one of three programs that increased protective factors while decreasing youth risk factors in the community.

4. Read the reduction percentages quoted in the OJJDP Journal article for the Parent Project in Minidoka County.

V
Referrals

A. The Parent Project is the perfect referral for:

1. Family fights involving an adolescent child

2. Runaways

3. Drug or alcohol use

4. Any juvenile arrest or citation (except traffic)

5. Truancy, etc.

B. Referring a family to the project places the responsibility back on the parent. If parents don’t take advantage of the program, it takes some of the pressure off of you. “What do you expect us to do here? I told you to call the folks at the Parent Project. They can offer you a permanent solution. We cannot!”

VI
Open for Q & A

VII
Tell them how to refer to your program


A.
Ensure that they have enough business cards or flyers to give to parents.

