Far too many courts, as well as family and youth service agencies, have either undervalued or ignored the role parents play in their children’s severe behavior 

and what can and should be done about it.   --from “No Consequences – Re-examining Parental Responsibility Laws,” 7:1 Stanford Law and Policy Review 23 (1995 – 1996).

The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, (OJJDP) commissioned the American Bar Association’s Center on Children and the Law, to investigate court mandated and volunteer parenting programs currently referred to by juvenile courts, nationally. Their published report (August, 2001) is entitled “Parental Involvement Practices of Juvenile Courts, Report to the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, United States Department of Justice.” This report identified the Parent Project as the largest court-mandated juvenile diversion program in the country; the only program operating in multiple states; the only program with a structured, published curriculum; and the only program that offers a 40-hour, STC certified training for replication in other communities. The Center’s complete published report is available through the American Bar Association, Center on Children and the Law, 740 15th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005, (202) 662-1720. Their website is abanet.org/childctrchildlaw@abanet.org
The Parent Project curriculum, Changing Destructive Adolescent Behavior, is unique in that it was built to address the specific reasons children are seen in juvenile courts today:

· Family conflict 

· Poor school attendance and performance

· Alcohol and other drug use

· Youth gang involvement

· Runaway children

· Violent children
The Parent Project is an entirely new parent-training model. It was developed over a 25-year period while working with hundreds of thousands of high-risk families. The project was designed to meet what research indicates are the three things parents need to change destructive adolescent behavior:

· Desire

· Specific information and skills

· Emotional and practical support

The overwhelming majority of parents deeply love and care about their children. Unfortunately, for many high-risk families, the daily stresses of life often diminish hope. The Parent Project curriculum is designed to rekindle parents' hope by giving them the opportunity to experience success at home, within the first week.

The Parent Project was developed by the families with whom we worked. The curriculum is basically a compilation of the answers to questions asked of us by those parents:


• My child refuses to go to school. What do I do?


• What do you do when your child beats you up? 


• What can I do about my son's gang involvement?


• My 14-year old is addicted to Meth and into prostitution. How can I get her back?

Because most parents seek help when they are in crisis, the Parent Project offers parents concrete, no-nonsense solutions to even their most difficult questions. The straight forward, step by step action plans presented in the curriculum allow parents to take immediate steps toward the intervention process.

Many parents, especially single parents, do not have emotional and practical support at home. The Parent Project offers a vehicle for ongoing parent support groups throughout the community, using the highly structured, UCLA self-help support group model. Many participants report that sharing with other parents is a most helpful aspect of the program.

Law enforcement and specifically juvenile justice, schools, mental health, and other public and private agencies now sponsor Parent Project programs in 36 states across the nation.  Facilitators must be certified via Parent Project Inc.’s 40-hour, STC certified training, to be authorized to teach this curriculum to parents. We believe this training to be the most comprehensive and effective training on high-risk youth available today. Nationwide, participants frequently refer to the Parent Project Facilitator Training as …the best training of my professional career. Participants learn the tools that effectively change lives and develop a collaborative plan to meet the needs of high-risk families in their communities.  

In diverse counties across the nation, the Parent Project is the foundation for court mandated/juvenile diversion programs, including its birthplace, Los Angeles. As an example of its success in less urban areas, the Parent Project is used in six (of seven) Juvenile Justice Districts in Idaho. A three-year study in Idaho’s 5th Judicial District revealed a 33% reduction in juvenile crime. We know of no other program that has reduced juvenile crime and community violence so convincingly. In communities large and small, urban or rural, the results are outstanding. From New York to Honolulu, Anchorage to Fort Myers, Florida, San Francisco to Calhoun County, Alabama, the Parent Project is galvanizing community programs by bringing parents back into the problem solving process. The Parent Project will give parents in your community the additional tools they need to support and help their children. 

Visit our website at: www.parentproject.com and click on ‘Juvenile Justice’ for descriptions of how the Parent Project is specifically applicable to the Juvenile Court setting.

